
THE GIFT OF INDEPENDENCE
To Hanna, a young woman living with 
both mental and physical disabilities, 
having a home of her very own seemed 
like a pipe dream. After all, she needed a 
lot of help, and thankfully, her mom was 
around to lend a hand.

But in January of 2022, her mother 
fell ill and could no longer see to Hanna’s 
care. While her mom spent time in the 
hospital, fighting to recuperate and get 
back to her daughter, Hanna found 
herself at a crossroads. She had friends 
from her local church she could stay with for a couple of 
days, but when push came to shove, that was a temporary 
fix, not a permanent solution.

Help from an angel
With the help of Angela, one of her mom’s closest 

friends from church, Hanna found Volunteers of America 
and began her journey to independent living. Under 
VOA Southeast’s Community Waiver Program, Hanna 
qualified for emergency placement—into her very own 
one-bedroom apartment.

When she first stepped foot into her new home, her 
excitement was written all over her face. It had everything 
she needed to live comfortably on her own, including state-

of-the-art technology to assist her in her 
daily life.

Though unable to hear, Hanna would 
know when she had visitors at her door 
because a light would flash when they rang 
her doorbell. If there was ever a fire in her 
apartment, her bed would automatically 
shake her awake, and the alarm system 
would notify her VOA service coordinator, 
Gabby, of any disturbances in her home. It 
was nothing short of a dream come true.

Just the beginning
Thanks to the support of caring friends—just like 

you—Hanna has a home with VOA that is custom made 
to fit her needs, allowing her to live life on her own terms. 
In just eight short months, she went from needing around-
the-clock care to only requiring help six hours a day.

“It feels good,” declares Hanna. “I love it … I’m very 
happy to live [on my own].”

Today, Hanna continues to learn personal living 
skills, allowing her to grow and thrive in the community 
she loves. She goes out every day to enjoy her favorite 
hobbies—everything from walking and exercise to 
shopping, going to the movies, bowling, attending church 
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MAKING GIFTS FROM YOUR DONOR ADVISED FUND
Over the last few years, donor advised funds (DAFs) have 
been one of the fastest growing and also one of the most 
popular ways to facilitate charitable gifts. But did you 
know that you can use the DAF to expand your support 
of Volunteers of America? There is a way you can “blend” 
your gifts so you can support VOA now and also extend 
your giving into the future with a legacy gift. 

First, let’s explore a DAF and how it works. 

• A DAF is a charitable entity established and 
maintained by community foundations, financial 
institutions and some individual charitable 
organizations to encourage charitable giving.

• An individual donates cash, stock or other appropriate 
assets to a DAF when circumstances are most 
beneficial from a tax standpoint.

• The owner of the DAF then recommends (or advises) 
grants from it to qualified charities, like VOA.
With recent tax and economic changes, you may no 

longer itemize your deductions. With a DAF, you can 
bunch several years of charitable gifts into a single year, 
allowing you to itemize that year. 

To make a gift from your DAF, simply contact your 
sponsoring organization to recommend a grant and give 
them the following information: the legal name, the 
federal tax ID and the mailing address of the Volunteers of 
America location you want to support.

Next, let’s discover how you can blend gifts with 
your DAF.

• Make a large gift to your donor advised fund to enjoy 
itemizing on your taxes next April (and possibly in 
future years). Advise a distribution to VOA today and 
then consider directing the remaining funds to us as a 
final gift.

• Use your DAF to recommend gifts to VOA over time.
• Name VOA as a beneficiary of your donor advised 

fund. Designating us to receive a distribution from 
a terminating DAF is a wonderful way to make a 
“bequest” without affecting other estate plans.
If you have questions or would like more information 

about DAFs and how you can use them to blend your 
support for VOA now and in the future, please contact us.

Volunteers of America is excited to share 
an estate planning resource from our friends 
at FreeWill. This platform makes it simple 
and cost-free to prepare or update your estate 
plan. You can even create a legacy with VOA by 
leaving a charitable gift for us.

In appreciation of your support, enjoy this 
free tool from Volunteers of America. Create your 
legacy in 20 minutes to ensure peace of mind and 
security for yourself and your loved ones.

www.freewill.com/voa

I found the experience of creating a last will and 
testament simple, the information thorough and 
the price (free) incredibly impressive. Thanks for 
what you do and for helping us in our journey.

“
”



HERE ARE SOME YEAR-END TIPS  

When you are thinking through the best ways to make 
your charitable gifts this year, you’ll want to consider your 
loved ones, your personal financial goals and obligations, 
and the charitable organizations, like VOA, that are 
important to you. 

The following information may be helpful as you plan 
your year-end giving and make decisions about supporting 
the life-saving programs that VOA offers to those in need. 
You may find that by helping others regain their balance in 
life, the joy you find in your life increases.  

Review property
Giving stocks, bonds, certain mutual funds and other 

qualifying noncash property may be beneficial for both 
your financial planning and your charitable giving goals. 

For example, if you have owned the property for more 
than one year, you are entitled to a tax deduction based on 
the current value of the property, regardless of what you 
originally paid for it. And gifts of appreciated property 
bypass capital gains tax that you would owe had you sold 
the property. 

Gifts of appreciated property can eliminate tax on 
up to 30% of your adjusted gross income. Any unused 
deductions can be used to lower taxes for up to five 
additional years. 

Review your tax rate
If you enjoyed an increase in income or have fewer 

deductions, you may be in a higher tax bracket this year. 

If your tax rate is higher this year than last, all claimed 
deductions will be worth more, including your gifts to 
VOA and other charitable interests. 

Review your plans 
If you have retirement accounts that require you to take 

withdrawals this year and you do not need the income, 
consider contributing all or a portion of the amount to 
Volunteers of America.

Although you report a withdrawal as taxable income, 
you are allowed an offsetting charitable deduction for your 
gifts. This may result in a “wash” for tax purposes. 

Learn more 
Contact us for more information on the best ways to 

give this year or if you would like to learn more about the 
assistance programs VOA offers to individuals—as well 
as families.

with Angela—and, of course, visiting her mom. “I’m very 
proud,” Hanna reflects. “I’m proud of myself.”

Thank you
To all of you who made her dream a reality, Hanna 

says, “Thank you! If [other people living with disabilities] 
had the support that I have, they could live independently 
… just like me.”

You can play a part in helping the dreams of 
community members like Hanna come true. With your 
help, the outlook for their health, happiness and future 
will look brighter. 

Reach out today to learn how you can give a lasting 
gift, like independence, peace of mind and personal 
fulfillment, to families and individuals in need through 
gifts from your will, IRA or other assets.
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ARE YOU READY FOR A QUIZ? 
When you understand how estate planning can help you 
fulfill your personal and financial goals, it can make it 
easier to create or update your plans. Read over this True/
False quiz to see if your current estate plans meet your 
needs and wishes. If you aren’t sure about any of the 
statements below, answer False.
1. I have already created a will or living trust.   

❑ True ❑ False

2. My marital status has not changed since my last 
review.  ❑ True ❑ False

3. No children or grandchildren have been born since I 
last reviewed or updated my plans.  ❑ True ❑ False

4. My spouse and/or loved ones do not require assistance 
in managing property left to them.  ❑ True ❑ False

5. I have not given away or sold property that is left to 
heirs in my will or other plans.  ❑ True ❑ False

6. My life insurance coverage is adequate to protect my 
survivors.  ❑ True ❑ False

7. I have not moved to another state since last reviewing 
my will and other plans.  ❑ True ❑ False

8. The person I have named to settle my affairs is still able 
and willing to serve.  ❑ True ❑ False

9. I am aware that my will may not determine who 
receives my life insurance and retirement plan assets.  
❑ True ❑ False

10. My financial records are easily accessible and 
understandable.  ❑ True ❑ False

If you answered False to any of the statements above, 
you should review your estate plans. We are happy 
to provide additional information on ways you can 
effectively plan your estate. 

More information
Please return the enclosed reply card or contact your 

local VOA office if you are interested in learning more.

The purpose of this publication is solely educational, namely to provide general gift, estate, financial planning and 
related information. It is not intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice, and you should not rely on 
it as such. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implications, the services of appropriate 
and qualified advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or 
other legal document. Consult a tax and/or accounting specialist for advice regarding tax and accounting related 
matters. © Copyright 2022 by Sharpe Group. All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-22

SAMPLE BEQUEST LANGUAGE 
To include Volunteers of America in your will, the 

following is suggested wording to take to your attorney:

“After fulfilling other provisions, I give, devise and 
bequeath  % of the rest, residue and 
remainder of my estate (or $  if a specific 
amount) to Volunteers of America, (if applicable, insert 
Affiliate name), a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation, to  
be used for such purposes as its board of directors  
determines at the time this bequest becomes effective.”

MORE INFORMATION


